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Phase Il of the Union Station Expansion Program replaced the 1875 track Shed with umbrella-
style platform sheds; added a passenger concourse over the station tracks that increased the
station space by 25%; replaced the station tracks with new rail and ties; and added a north wall
to the open walkway, between High Street and the station entrance.

This work was accomplished while the passenger and mail trains continued to use the station
without interruption.



Columbus Evening Dispatch, May 20, 1930

$2.000,000 EXPANSION PROGRAM

IS PLANNED AT UNION STATION

Control Board To
Meet June 5 For
Approval Of Plans

Fruit Dealers Negotiating
With Railroads for Ncw
Fruit Terminal.

MAY ELEVATE “TRACKS

May Consider Elimination
'Of High and Fourth
Street Viaduects.

Tentative plans for a $3,000,000 ex-
pansion program in and around the
Unlon statlon are to be submitted to
j thi board of directors of the Unlon
Depot corporation at a meeting
=cheduled for June 5, n. was Icarned
’rucsda).

Although all proposals for dmprove-
ments in the Unlon Station district
must be passed upon by the board,
It is definitely known tha* officlals
of the corporation are “sold"- on plans
for a new, modern train shed.

In addition to the extensive :re-

bullding program which is to come
before directors of the Unlon Station
corporation for. approval June §,
plans have been goling forward ‘on
a proposed glgantic frult terminal to
be constructed on Naghten street,
with local fruit dealers on Town
street and the Big Four, Baltimore &
Ohip and Pennsylvania pooling tb'clr
Interests in the project.

-

RAZE TRAIN SHED.

Plans for the Union Statlon im-
provements call for a "new, modern
traln shed constructed on the *um-
beella style,' which is recognized as
the latest thing In up-to-date traln
sheds., The old sheds; which were

i constructed in 1885, when the depot

was bullt, are to be torn down and
the new structure erected in thelr
place.

The Unlon Depot bullding Itself,
which i adequaie for preunl.-—dar
needs, will’ not Wbe :nqluded ‘in. the
recoastruction program'.whichr is' ndw
in the hands of gnglneer& ‘according
to Buperintendent J.'\V. Sazbe of the
Union Depot corppration.

*Qur directors, most of n;lwm
reslde - In the " East, must pass
upon the entire program, However.
it is practically a ccrtainty that it
will be ndopted in its entirety. Per-
haps a few minor details will be al-
tered,” he asserted. -

WILL ENCLOSE WALRK.

Saxbe revealed that the welk from
High street into the statlon Is to be
entirely enclosed so that dirt moy
be kept out.

“We also hope to cnclose every-
thing just, outside the depot and
leading to the tralns. This will make
it seem part of the inner depot, itsclf
Instead of the outside, as It now s,
Saxbe explalned.

In regard to the mammoth fruit
terminal which is under consldera-
tlon by the varlous raflroads inquir-
ing if the dealers would be “In” on
such a project.

Charles Flesch, head of the Fruit
Dealers’ assoclatlon, In a statement,
Tuesday, asserted that “some bIg
news is In the making," but couldn’s
Elve any npeclﬂc Information as to
Just what agreemieént dealers and the
rallroads had reached in regard to a

frult terminal, .




FREIGIT TERMINAL DELAYED.

Offlelals of the Chegapeake and
Ohlo and the Hocking Valley rallroads
declared that “nothing is availlable as
yet" In regard to the new Hocklng
Valley-Chesapeake and Ohlc freight
house, which 1s to be bullt In Maple
street just as soon as certaln real
estnte deals are completed.

It wos denled that any fruit termi-
nal ls proposed, although certain peo-
ple “In on the know" in Big Four
circles sald that the new Hocking
Valley-Chesnpeake & Ohlo freight
house Is to be a combination fruilt
terminal and freight house. *

Should the above terminals go
through, they would constitute s
bullding program running well over

Fxpansion Planned
At Union Station

(Continued from Page One.)

the $1,000,000 mark, bringing the

"total improvements in railroad circles
'to well above $3,000,000.

One rallroad officlal sald that 1t

‘was probable that train sheds would

be constiructed west of High street In
the near future, in order that In-
creased traffic might be properly
handled.

Unton station officials, however,
denied this, claiming that the new
trnin sheds are to be constrnucted on
the site of the present sheds,

LLEVATE TRACKS
There {s a possibility the Fourth
street and High street viaducts wili

be torn down within the next few !
vears and the rallroad tracks elevated,

it was learned i one officlal quarter.

Agitation for an underground pas-
sage far Third street, north, is fast
bringing this problem to a head, ac-
¢~ '‘ng to a reliable source. Since
it would be necessary to ralse the
tracks to permit the construotion of
a Third street underground passage-
way, there would be no alternative
but to either raise the High street
and Fourth street viaducts, or else
bulld underground tunnels to sup-
plant them

Rallroad officlals say this Is im-
possible as the cost of such a con-
struction program would be almost
prohibitive,

L]




Columbus Evening Dispatch, June 4, 1930

Directors Meet On
New Union Station

Plans, Thursday

Program Is Seccret; $2,
. 000,000 May Be Spent
On Improvements.

]
|

Plans for an expauslon program I(n
and uround the Unlon statlon, which j
may call for fn expenditure of up-
proximately $2,000,000, will be sub-
mitted to the board of directors of
the Union statlon at » meeting

Thursday morning.

Definite announcement of the ex-
imct nature of the proposed Improve-
,aments was not avallable Wednes-
way, but rallroad ofliclals admlitted
zhat “plans have been completed and
mre to be presented 1o the board for
approval,”

Urgent need for the construction
©f n new train shed is sald to have
prompted the calling of & meeting
'of the board of directors, which (n-
cludes members affiliated with the
Penpsylvania and Blg Four rullroads,
[geme owners of Unlon Station,

! SILD ALMOST “UNSAFLES"

It was learned from rellable sources !
f1:?.’::«.!ncsdny that the steel framework
)or the present traln shed has so de-
{'teriorated because of smoke, Koot nndd
(steam that 1t Is fast nearing the stage
when 1t will be pronounced "“unsafe” )
ipy engineers. |

The board of directors is made up
"Bt officlals of the Pennsylvania and
| Big Four ratironds They will come to
Jeolumbus from Phlladelphta, Chlcago,
'S5t Louls and New York to pass upon
{gtne plans as outllned hy engincers
lpt the Unlon Station Co.

Exact personnel of the hoard of
idirectors {s not avallable, Certafn
.fehanges have been mnde recently, it
#5 understood, but ne oneo in a post-
tion to know of them is willlng to
glscuss them.

“The board ts meeting to approve
{Padly-needed changes in Unlon sta-
itton faciitties,” an official high In
,tho Baltimore & Ohlo rallroad sald
Wednesday.

When asked regarding the pro-
poscd 82,000,000 expanslon program
that was announced several weeks
&go, he declared: "“You are on the
right track, brother. That s all I
Jpavo to say.”

The Unlon Statlon board mects
penly upon call and only when some-
-#hing of utmost Importance is to be
decided,

Routine business is handled by the
board of managers, who hold monthly
Jncetings.

The board of directors last con-

Yember, last year,

Included among those plans which
gnginecrs have approved and are
veady to submit to the hoard of di-
rectors, Thursday morning, {s the
new type of traln shed, which will
leventually replace tho present anti-
,guated structure now falling into de-
Ry,

MAY ENCLOSE PLATFORMS,

The board will alse pass upon plans
gor the enclosure of the platforms
loading to tralns, which are now in
'the open and covered by soot and
dirt from ' incoming and outgoing
j2rains,

Although the exact amount of
Jmoney that will be expended in the
konstruction program In and around

¢ station was not learned, raflroad
officials sald that nearly $2,000,000
‘would be required Iif the depot Is to
Jbe brought up-to-date and made ade-
Quate for present dny needs.

» QGme raflroad official sald, "“You
‘won't know the place when those di-

ments at Thursday's meeting

]

¥ened durlng the first week of No-

Yectors get through votlng improve- ('




Columbus Evening Dispatch, June 5, 1930

New $750.000

Train Shed At
Depot Assured

Old Structure to Be Razed
At Once, Board
Decides.

WILL PROVIDE JOBS

Improvement to Be Com-
pleted by Nov. 1—Tracks
Re-Arranged.

Immediate construction of a mod-
ern traia shed, costing approximately
8750,000 was authorized by the board
of directors of the Unton Statlon Co.,
at a meeting, Thursday.

“The old train shed will be torn
down at once and a new structure
erected at a cost of about 8750,000,”
J. P. Henry, chairman of the operat-
ing committee of the Union Station
board of managers, declared in an-

| nouncing the actlon of the board,

“Work on the new traln sned, which
will be modern in every respect, will
begin at once,” Henry sald.

He Indicated that it was the inten-

"|tlon of the opérating committes of

the Union Station board of managere
to push construction of the shed in

order that it will be finished by No-

vember 1,
PROVIDES JOBS FOR MANY.

It was pointed out that the present
shed will be torn down at once and
that a temporary shelter wtll be con-
structed over the bridge and several

‘| of the platforms leading to the trains,

However, trains will be forced to be

‘fout in the open during the early
‘| bullding of the new structure.

Hundreds of men will be employed
in the project, it was said. Contrac-
tors, engineers and officials of both

‘| the Pennsylvania and Big Four have

collaborated in the working out of a
new, satisfactory shed and the plan
upon which It will be built,

Py ow v owr
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The board of directors did not
consider any other !mprovements at
its meeting Thursday. It was learned,
however, that the board may convene
within the nex% few months to con-
sider other improvements in and
about the Union station.

P TRACKS- '1'0 BE ns«.mmncan

The same number of tracks will bo
in the new shed as now cnter the
present structure, Henry declared.

“Recent expenditure” by the rail-
roads concerned, of apfroximately
8100,000, just east of the shed, makes
it unnecessary that more tracks enter
the structure, although there Will be
a re-arrangement of tracks in the

| new shed,” Henry sald.

“We want everything completed by
the time cold weather comes, and ss
a result will begin work on the struc-
ture within a very few days,” Henry
asserted.

Cost of the structure will be shared
equally by the Pennsylvania railroad
and Big Four rallroad, joint owner:
of the Union Station Co. Other roads
operating in &nd out of the station
hold franchises authorizing them to

use the station. -

‘The present train shed was crected
more than 60 years ago, and in recent,
years has been a constant worry ic
englneers and contractors who found
it in need of almost constant repair.

Reason for the construction of the
new shed was attributed to the haz-
ardous condition of the present struc-
ture. "
STELL WORR DECAYING.

Although the present shed is not
as yet unsafe, {t would be unwise tu
delay the construction of a new shed
any longer, according to Henry., Time.
smoke, rust. steam and soot have
caused the steel work of the 60-year-
old shed to decay, officials sald.

Chairman of the board of directors
of the structure i{s H. E. Newcomet,
Chlicago, vice president of the west-
ern dlvision of the Pennsylvania,

J. W. Baxbe, Columbus, is secretary
of the board. Other members include
Ralph C. Bernard, Clncinnat!, super-
intendent of the Pennsylvania rail-
road; Albert H. Harrls, New York
city, vice president of the New York
Central Lines: Charles Millard, gen-
ecral manager of the Big Four, Cin-
cinnstl; J. F. Henry, superintendent
of the Columbus division of the
Pennsylvania rallroad and Jultus F.
Stone, Columbus, chalrman of the
Seagrave Corp. and BancOhio Corp.

Problems of constriiction that
arise during the bullding of the new
$750,000 shed will be declded by the
board of managers of the Union Sta-
tion Co., of which J F. Henry u
chalrman




Columbus Evening Dispatch, June 7, 1930

T e

A New Union Station.

Definite plans for a new traln shed at Unlon
Station have been announced and [t now eeems
certain that work will begin In the very ncar
future. A modern structuro to replace the ancient
one that has served this city for 80 years I8
promised.

Mgrny Columbus citizens have & sort of sentl-
mental attachmeont for the grimy canopy they have |
known all thelr lives and wlll rather hate to sce
qit go, It has Deen the scene of many partings
and greetings, home happy and some sad. Every
traln that has pulled out and every one that has
puffed into it has meant something Important to
some one.

However, there mppears to he & very deflnlite
need for a new structure, The present one Is
ugly, by modern standards. 1t has been <leclared
near the end of its rope in the matter of safety.
Rust, stenm, smoke and soot have damaged it and
constant repalrs are necessnry, we are told, The
anclent stecl beams are heginning to deteriorate
and it has been & worry to enginecers and con-
tractors for years.

The modern way to look at the passing of this
old landmark Is to consider the effect upon strang-
crs who enter our clty for the first time and to
congider the lessons learned by englneers concern-
Ing the convenlence ancl safety of the traveling
public. The present shed has been declared to be
lacking In esthetlc qualities and we ar: not
1 insensible to the joshing of outslders, And {f the
engincers any 1t s |not. safe, we are not prepared
to argue the point,

Whether or not the new structure will he a
thing of benuty and a Joy for & few decades
remains to be seen. We hope It will be gas
Impresslve as Its lmportance to the prestige of
the clty warrants. The two rallroads involved In
its construction have ever been liberal In thelr
contributions to the welfare of Columbus, so there

13 reason to hold high hopes.
&




Columbus Evening Dispatch, June 21, 1930

Work To Start Monday
On Razing Of Shed
At Union Station

Contract for the wrecking of the
present train shed at Union Statlon
was awarded Saturday to the Ferro
Construction company of Chicago, ac-
cording to word received from Chi-
cago.

Engineers of the Chicago construc-
tion company will arrive in Colum-
bus Monday to direct the razipg of
the present shed. Work on the demo-
litlon of the old shed will start upon
their arrival, it was learned.

With the awarding of the contract

house.

‘/that nothing had been done as yet

1ing us the best proposition.”

‘| alleged to be associated with the New

to the Ferro conceri, work on the
$750,000 new train shed, to be con-
structed on the present site, was de-
clared under way.

NEW PLANS COMPLETED.

Chicago architects, engaged by the
Pennsylvanlia rallroad and the Big
Four raliroad Co., are reported to have
completed plans for the new train
shed, and are now working on plans
for alterations of the present Union
Station. -

Property owners in East Naghten
street declared Saturday that they
had been approached by the Penn-
sylvania rallroad in regard. to the
purchase of &all property extending
from the first alley east of High and
extending to Third on Nazhten street.

Plans for the new fruit termirmal,
which the Pennsylvanla anticipates
building on this site. will be com-
pleted in Chicago in the near future.
This project is said to involve over
a milllon dollars.

The Cheempeake & Ohio, otherwise,
known as the Van Sweringen inter-
ests, and the New York Central are:
reported to be pooling their inter-|
ests in a proposed joint fruit and!
freight terminal that i8 to be erected
west of Front street near the location
of the present Hocking Valley freight

Charles Flesch, president of the Co-
lumbus Fruit Dealers, Saturday said

regarding a hookup with any of the
railroads in respect to the proposed
terminal.

SEEKRS BEST OFFER.

He stated that his assoclation
would “deal with the railrosds mak-
Con-
siderable competition !s eald to have
developed between the Van Sweringen
interests (the C. & O.), which are

(Continued on Page Twe.)




Will Start Work
At Depot Monday

{Continued from Puge Onc.)

York Centrat llnes in this project, and
the Pennsylvania,

As n result of this competition there
wlll be two frult terminals bullt in-
stead of one.

One property owner in East Naghten
atreet announced Saturday that he
had heen appronched regarding the
rale of lis real estute to the Penn-
sylvania, He further intlmated that
plans of the Pennsylvania rallrond |
called for the complete elimination
of Naghten street  The street will be
moved half n block to the south, ac- |
cording to one property owner,

Proposed changes In the Uplon
atation district will run over the 83,-
000,000 mark, according to conserva- |
tive estimates of thoese nssoclated In-
directly with activities. :

Myatery surrounds the exact plnns
of the Unlon Station Co., further than
the constructlon of the new 2750,000
train shed, which is to be completed
by November 1.




Columbus Evening Dispatch, June 22, 1930

Work At Station
To Start Monday

Contract for Razing Train
Shed Awarded To
Chicago Firm.

Razing of the old train shed at
Union Station will get under way
Monday wlith the artival of engineers
of the Ferro Construction Co., of Chi-
cago. Contract for the demolition of
the structure was awarded to this]
concern, Saturday. |

Wrecking of the present shed wlll
begin immediately, according to word
from the chief englnecrs office at
Chicago, Saturday.

Architects have completed plans for
the new $750,000 traln shed, which!
is to be completed by Nov, 1, Con- |
tracts for the work will be Jet within
the next few weeks, it was sald. Cer- |
tain alterations of the present Union |
Station are also contemplated, accord- I
ing to Chicago reprosentatives of the
Pennsylvania and Big Four rnﬂroads.:
Joint owners of the Unlion Statlon. |




Columbus Evening Dispatch, June 23, 1930

Plans For Razing

Shed Are Outlined

'| Work at Station to Be Car-
ried on Without Break
In Train Schedule.

E Plans for the wrecking of the pres-
.| ent maln shed at Union station is
|| Such & manner as not to Interfere
.| with traln service in and out of the

depot were being lald, Monday, by en-
glneers,

Work of demolition of the shed
| wlil begin this week, according to
l officlals of the Ferro Construction
l Co., which was awarded the contract
.| for the razing of the shed Saturday.

Two huge steel cranes were brought
to Columbus from Chicago, Monday,
"| Steel workers in the employ of the
_| Ferro Construction company will as-
"| semble the cranes at once.

KAUL TO SUPERVISE WORK,

E. O. Kaul, of Chicago, assistant

chlef engineer of the Pennsylvania
| Rallroad Co., was in Columbus to
‘| supervise the work of construction
ilin behalf of the Pennsylvania and
| Big Four rallroads, joint owners of|
+| the station. Actual work of demoll-
t| tton of the shed is wholly {n charge
+{of the engineering stafl of the Ferro
t! Construction company, Kaul's capac-
ity being solely that of official ad-
visor and overseer.
' Scveral hundred men secking em-
| ployment congregated about the
Unlon station entrance early Monday:
iIn the hope of galning employment
in the wrecking projlect.

Ferro construction englneers sald
that demolition work for the most
part will be carrled on by experlenced |
.| steel workers in thelr employ, and
.| that & lmited number of laborers
:{ would be employed.

10



Columbus Evening Dispatch, June 29, 1930

New Union Station
West of High Street
Part of Railroad Plan
LR R
Relocation of Naghten Strect and Extensive Freight

And Fruit Terminals to Be Outgrowth of Com-
petition Between Competing Lines.

) The greatest railroad expansion program in the
history of Colur~bus, one which is expected to require an
expenditure of millions of dollars, is now in the process
of formation.

Plans, said to be now in the hands of architects, call
for a complete rearrangement of the entire railroad dis-
trict in and around Union Station.

The construction program which probably will be announced

officlally by the ruilroads by Setpember wlll Include:

(1) A new Unlon Statlon, to be hullt west of High street, south
of Maple street on property 80 per cent of which Is owned at the pres-
ent time by the Penusylvania rallroad.

(2) A mammoth frult terminal {n what Is now East Naghten
street and on the site of all property east of Iligh street to Third
strect, between Naghten and Locust street (the alley running cast
and west between Naghten and Chestnut streets).,

(3) A combination frult terminal and frelght station to be
erected west of Front street on property which the Chesapeake &
Ohlo, backed by the Van Sweringen intcrests, has been procuring
during the past two years,

(4) A new working postoffice to be constructed just south of
the proposed Unlon Statlon, west of Iligh street between Locust
street on the north and Chestnut street on the south,

* o @

The area affected by the new program includes all
property between Third street on the east, Vine street on
the north, Chestnut street on the south and the Ohio

penitentiary on the west.’

Plans for the whole layout are reported to hc under consideration
of the Pennsylvania ratlroad engineers with authorization of the Blg
Four rallrond, joint owner of the Union Statlon.

The program has been brought about by the difficulty attending the
routing of freight around the Unlon Station building and under the
High street viaduct.

B o e tn Aot e

-

Aggressive tactica of the Van Sweringen interests, through thelr
C. & O, property, in acquiring property west of Front street between
Maple, and Randolph street, are nlleged to have caused tho .Pennsyl-
vania rallrord to redouble its efforts to purchase or galn options on
addltional property, east of High street,

Under the new plan all east and west freight Lraffic over the Penn-
sylvania, Big Four and Baltimore & Ohlo wonld be routed directly
through the present train shed, which 1s now belng razed to make way
for the new umbrella type sheds. .

This method of routing freight through Col would eliminate
the present congestion which develoﬁa under tho present double track
system south of the depot. Most long haul trains have considerable
difficulty in getting around Uniop Station, b of. sharp,
curves,

" L

In the reconstruction program just east of the pres-
ent Union Station 12 new tracks recenfly were laid.
Three of these tracks dead-end against Union Station on
the east, which indicates that when the new construc-
tion program is carried out, the lower part of the depot
will be torn out and tracks constructed to help care for
heavy, through freight traffic.

Tracks will be so arranged that many of thc curves immediately
under High strect viaduct can be wholly or partially eliminated.

High street viaduct also will be extended on the south to permit
construction west of High street, Underground, umbrella type sheds
will extend along the site of the present shed to the new Union Sta-
tion west of High street.

It also Is reported that the Greyhound bus terminal will be lo-
cated at the new statlon, which will make it possible for this bus com-
pany, which 1s directly controlled by the Pennsylvania railroed, to make
connections with passenger service.

Four strects, High con the east, Maple on the north, Naghten on
the south (now known as Locust strcet), and Front street on the west
will make 1t possible for automobiles and buses to galn entrance to the
new statfon.

The Pennsylvania at the present time owns more than 80 per cent
of all property on both sides of West Naghten between High and Front
street, and from Maple south to Locust street, on which the station
would be bullt, During the past few months its real estatc agents have
been attempting to acquirc the remainder f this land,

The new station will be bullt on the same joint ownership system as
prevalls for the present depot. The Pennsylvania amd Big Four own the
station, but lease the right to use it to the various other roads com!ng

into it.
(Continued on Page Six.)
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New Union Station

Plan Of Railreads

(Continued from I'age One,)

‘Tile Chesapeake & Ohlo, has ac-|
quired efther by purchase or option,
all of the land from Front street west |
to Ohlo penlentlary, between Maple|
and Naghten, with the exception ot !
or.o parcel of land that the present
owper refuses to ecll at their price.
This case 1s now in the courts.

The C, & O. anticipates later pur-
chasce of all land between West Nagh-
ten and Randolph streets from Front
street to the Ohlo penitentlary, it 1s
reported, Demolition of many struc-
tures on the various properties al-
ready acquired between Maple and
Naghten, west of TFront, already is
under way.

FRUIT TERMINAL TLANNED.

Although the announcement has
been made that this new structure is
to be a freight house only, it Is re-
ported that a mammoth frult termi-
nal also {s to be included in the proj-
ect.

The Pennsylvania rallrond, mean-
wtile, {s golng ahead, through its
numerous agents, In attempts to pro-
cure options on all property on the
couth side of Enst Naghten street,
between High and Third street,

The fact that the Van Sweringen
Interests, which now control the
Chergapeake & Ohio, the Nickle Plate,
the Pere Marquette, the Erle and
Iately, the Missourl Pacific, antici-
pate increasing produce and fruit
Ifreight over Its roads, has become a
rerious threat to the Pennsylvania
line which handles nearly 80 per cent
of all fruit and produce trafflc, and
thie Baltimore & Ohlo, which has the
remalning 20 per cent in Central

Ohlo.. .

COMPETITION IN FREIGIIT.

Those close to developments now
say the Van Sweringen interests are
fost coming to the point where they
can compete for long haul fruit and
vegetable produce.
| This, to n large extent, Is sald to
iacocunt for the activitles of the
' Peunsylvania rallroad, “with the ald
of the B. & O, in its efforts to In-
torest several of the leading frult and
produce wholesalers of central Ohlo,
in & fruit terminal to be constructed
on East Neghten street and the prop-
erty lying south of it to Locust, be-
tween Third and High street.

The ropld steps mede hy the Van
Sweringen interests In behnlf of thelr
proposed expansion program In Co-
lumbus mnecessitates immedinte ac-
tion on the part of the Pennsylvanlia,
it {s ratd,

Since the Chesapeake & Ohlo's ef-
forte to acquire property have been
| temporarily halted as the result ofan
owner's refusal to sell, the Pennsyl-
vania 1s nlleged to be taking advan-
tage of the delay by acquiring addi-
| ttonal property and by making plans
for its own frult terminal.

N. Y. C. MAY JOINS C. & O.

1t nlso 1s rumored among frult and
|produce wholesalers that the New
York Central will join hands with
the C. & O. In sharing its frult ter-
iminal,

The construction of a working post
office immediately south of the new
Unjon station would result in the
saving of hundreds of thousands of
dollars In the handling of mall year-
ly, 1t 13 said.

Consequently a Columbua real es-
tate ngent 1s sald to have been
sounding out property owners of
land between Chestnut and Locust
and High and Front streets.

Speceially constructed chutes under
New Naghten street could convey
mall from the depot to the post office
with a large yearly saving in hand-
ling of mall.

Board of dircctors of the Pennsyl-
vania and Big Four raliroads are
scheduled to meet in Scptember.

At the last mceeting, June 5, the
board approved plans for the demoll-
tlon of the present traln shed, and
it 1s thought that plans for the new
construction program Wwlll be ap-
proved {n September,

12




Columbus Evening Dispatch, July 10, 1930

Local Firm Is|
Given Contract|

For Train Shed

Construction of Tempor-
ary Quarters Will Be
Started Immediately.

—

WILL COST 8175,000

Award for Erection Of

Permanent Building To
Be Made Later.

Contract for the construction of a
temporary traln shéd at Unilon sta-
tion, with an approximate cost of
175,000, has been awarded the Fritz-
Rumer-Cooke Construction Co., of 209
South Third street, it was announced
Thursday,

Work on the temporary sheds and
concourse, which will necessftate re-
‘laylng of tracks in order that the
building of the umbrella type sheds
may go forward without interfering
with traffie, will start at once,

OTHER AWARD HELD UP.

Contract for the construction of |

the new umbrelis traln slieds has not
heen let and will not be considered
until work on the temporary eheds is|
nearly completed.

The entire project, it i{s estimated,
will cost more than 8%50,000, and ac-
cording to plans submitted by the
chiet engineer's office several weeks
8go,” must be completed by Nov. 1.

The demollitlon of the trulo sheds,
which has been golng on for nearly
three weeks under the supervision of
the Ferro Construction Co. of Chi-
cago, is more than half finished.

*“It has reached the stage where it
will be possible for the Fritz-Rumer-
Cooke Co. of Columbus to begin work
on thelr temporary structure and
track laylng,” according to englnecrs
supervising the project.

TRAFFIC UNINTERRUPTED.

Hazardous task of demolition has
been going on steadlly without Inter-
ruption of paseenger traffic in and
out of the station.

Although the Columbus company
has been awarded the temporary
shed and concourse contract, all con-
structlon is to be supervised by en-
gineers from Chlcago, attached to the
office of the chief engineer's office of
the Pennsylvania Railroed,

This office was authorized by the
Big Four and th; Pennsylvania rail-
roads, joint ownérs of the Union sta-
tion, to draw up all plans and, to eu-
pervise them during the process of
construction. Assistant Engineers
Blozer and Overman of Chicago will
advise the Fritz-Rumer-Cooke Co.
during the bullding of the temporary
concourse and sheds.

RAZING WOR'C CONTINULS.

Two more weeks will be required to
complete the wrecking of the pres-
ent dilapldated shed by the Ferro
Construction Co., it {5 sald, at an
estimated cost of about 860,000, How-
ever, since work of razing the shed
has progressed so rapidly, it wlll be
possible for the local company to be-
gin its bullding program !mmediately.
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Columbus Evening Dispatch, July 20, 1930

Work OnDemolition Of Union
Station Progressing Rapidly

Work is progtessing rapldly in the
demolitlon of the old Union station,
a structure which has served the
Buckeye capltal for more than 33
vears. and with this work nearing
completion, new developments were
unearthed last week, relative to radi-
cal improvements which may be re-
alized within the next two or possibly
three years.

While some ©of these rumors were
| practically confirmed through Iindi-
rect sources, Saturday, others were
lacking definite confirmation. It is
understood that these Improvements
wril be undertaken step by step and
1nay entatl an approximate expendi-
ture of betweer 815,000,000 and $30,-
000.000.

Work on the razing of the old train
shrd approached the final stages, Sat-
urday, when only the middle section
¢t the roof stretching across the con-
cuuarse, remsalned. This work Is ex-
pexted to be completed by Tuesday.

Meanwhile, the Fritz-Rumer-Cooke

Construction Co., is constructing tems-
porary umbrella sheds ypon the track
platforms and erecting large beams to
support the temporary wooden con-
course A& short distance west of the
présent concourse and immediately
onposite the west entrance to the da-
rot building proper.

This temporary arrangement will
facllitate the reallocation of the
tracks &lightly to the north, and
when this work {5 completed, the
temporary work wlll be supplanted by
permanent sheds.

1t is also understood that the pres-
ent concourse will be razed and a new
one erected in its stead and that the
new one will be enclosed in elt. .o
marble or stone and used to augment
the waiting room facilities.

Chief Engineer Greer of the Penn-
sylvania ratlroad, with headquarters
in Chicago, was in Columbus last
week, presumably to work out details

(Continued on Page Six,)
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Union Station
Razing Pushed

(Continued from Page One.)
for other {mprovements to follow west
of High cireet.

Just what these lmprovements are,
the railroads are reluctant to admit,
but regardless of the seciecy in which
the projects s&re enshrouded, meager
bits of information have becn learncd
from a wvarlety of sources, Including
p-operty owners themseives, Reports
puablished recently relative to con-
templated ratlroad improvements in
the city have been the result of this
p.ecemeal method, and as yet the rail-
routds have made no attempt to deny
the allegations,

1t Is u well known fact that the
passenger traflic in the present depot
har been conslderably congested for
tha past few years, particularly on
Saturdays and Sundays. This situa-
tion has been accentuated by the
ahandonment of the West Broad
atreet T, & O. C statlon and the ad-
ditlanal trains diverted to the Unlon

devot.

Coupled with this sltuation Is the
congestion of the Pennsylvania frelght
main line immediately south of the
acpot, and it {s belleved that the
P.nnsylyania s secking a four-irack
right of way to alleviate thls condi-
von This may be cffected through
the te-allocation of the depot tracks
tn the north

Numnerous proposals  huve been
made 1n the past providing for the
elimination of the High street viaduct
end the construction of n rallroad
viacuct over High street. 1t i8 under-
stood that this project is belng re-
vived, with the provislon that u grad-
uu! grade of approximately five feet
p: made, beginning at a point east of
the present depot and running to a
point west of Front street.

In order to provide sufficlent
clearance for High street trafflc, Lthe
plan would provide for climination
of the approaches to the present
viaduct and tho cutting of un easy
grade beginning ut Chestnut and
High street, and extending to & point
north of Swan street. It 1s pointed
out that the five-foot grade would
eliminate the present “hill” which
east bound tralns face when enter-
Ing the depot.

TO STRAIGHTEN CURVE,

Another step in the general im-
provement program, which rall offi-
clals are reluctant Lo confirm or deny,
Is the construction of s new Unlon
depot in tho vicinity ol Naghten and
Front street, the structure to be rec-
tangular in shape and running In a
general north and south directlon.
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The curve in the present tracks
tmmedlately west of the High street
viaduct will be stralghtened sund ex-
tended to the site of the proposed
depot, the extremlty of which wlll be
east of Front street and immediately
north of Naghten strect,

To provide ample space for the
proposed structure, It I8 probable that
Front street inay be reallocated to
occupy Its former location approxt-
mately 160 feet to the west, The
curve In tho tracks will bo In the
new depot und the tracks will then
take a gencral northiwest course,
joining the present main llnes about
a quarter-inlle west of the Front
street bridge

This stralghtening ot tracks 18 in
recognition of the constantly increas-
ing number of long tralns, purticu-
larly over the week ends. To ade-
quately handle these long trains of
fifteen cars or more, n long stralght
track Is practlcally essentlal.

PULLMAN STORAGL,

Consequently, under the new plan,
sastbound traing will extend f{rom
the depot, eastward and westbound
trains will stretch from the depot,
to the west,

The tracks vacated with the elim-
ination of the curve just west of
High street’ will probably be used as
yards for the storago of Pullman cats
for cleaning as well as for the accoms-
modation of passcngers who arrive 1n
Columbus from distant poinis two or
three hours before daylight.

EARR W we— mmmas e ommoemm o e —ogyee e

It is belleved that tho proposed
depot may follow, on a smaller plan,
the recontly completed terminal at
Cleveland, and will provide spnce for
rallroad offices . as well as general
business offices.

Ancther recent development of the
past week indicates that tho property
on East Naghten street, acquired or
under optlion by tho Pennsylvania
rallroad may nhot be used for the
proposed Pennsylvania frult terminal,
Instead, indicatlons polnt to the pos-
slbility that it will bo lccated in the
vicinity of the site belng acqured
by the Van Sweringen interests for
the new C. & O. fruit and freicht
terminal, immediately south of the
present Hocking Valley frelght depot, |

HUCKSTERS' MARKEY, '

It this bellef materlallzes, the cbn-
centration of the frult produce busl-
ness in this section may lead .to es-
tablishment of the hucksters’ mar-
ket such as m Cleveland, where the
facllities encourago the exchange of |
commodities between the home grows-
cra of the Clevelund territory and the
produce terminal itself,

While many of these jmprovements
may be largely conjectural, it {s be-
MHeved that the ma)ority of them may
be reallzed within the next few years,
with resultant economies effected in
each instance.
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Columbus Evening Dispatch, July 21, 1930

Temporary Sheds Erected At Union Station

" ;4‘1.
s T e S

S

NLY five steel glrders re-
malined Intact, Monday morn-
Ing as workmen were completing
the razing of the old train thed

at the Unjon depot. The above
picture shows the east entrance

ta the station. In the right fore-
ground s shown the temporary
wooden umbrella sheds being
erected on the track platforms.
These temporsry sheds wlll be
supplanted by permanent umbrei-
Ia sheds following the reallocation

17

of the trncks slightly northward
In the depot. Contract for the
razing of the shed and realloca-
tion of the- tracks has been
awarded to the Fritz-Rumer-
Cooke Construction Co. of Colum«
bus,




Columbus Evening Dispatch, July 27, 1930

Railroads Shift
Scene of Activity

Big Four Reported to Have
Optioned Property at

LR ks

Park and Vine Sts. =~

Although no definite statements

emanated from the conferences. of

railroad officlals in Columbus dur-

ing the past week, iInformation
lenked out from several different
sources which tends to indicate a
shift In the scene of contemplated
activities,

New York Central raillroad officials
who were in conference here last
week included A, F. Meicheider, Cin-
cinnati, assistant to C. S. Millard,
general manager; F. N. Reynolds, as-
sistant general superintendent, In-
dianapolis; Hadley Baldwin, chief en-
gineer of maintenance and way, Cin-
cinnatl, and George Noran, engineer
and assistant to the vice president,
New York city.

EMERY IS SILENT.

L. S. Emery, division engincer of
the T. & O. C. rallroad, & subsidiary
of the New York Central, declined to
make a deflnite statement of con-
templated improvements planned in
the Columbus territory, but inti-
mated that tentative plans were be-
ing formulated and that an an-
nouncement would probably be made
soon. He declined, however, to out-
line the nature of these {mprove-
ments.

While work is nearing completion
on the construction of the new tem-
porary umbrella sheds at the Unilon
station, in preparation for the reallo-
cation of the tracks, considerable ac-
tivity was reported in the vicinity of

(Continued on Page Six.)

Railroads Shift

Scene Of Activity

(Continued from I‘age One.)
Park and Vine streets, It i{s under-
stood that the Big Four rallroad has
optioned the property at the south-
west corner of Park and Vine strects,
owned by Charles Carlile.

This property has a frontage of 160
feet on Vine street and 100 feet on
Park street, and joins with the Bal-
timore & Ohlo property to the south.

‘ In addition to this property owned by
'the B, & 0., the latter rallroad also
~owns a 209-foot frontage on Arm-

strong street, just south of Vine street
andadjacent to a small strip of 41
feet at the southwest corner of Vine

and Armstrong streets, owned by Miss

Annetta Walsh.

MAY JOIN IN PPROJECT.

The B. & O. also owns &ll of the
property on the east slde of Arm-
strong street, from Vine street south,
with the exception of the single parcel
of 41 feet at the southwest corner of
Armstrong and Vine streets.

This situntion would indicate that
the Baltimore & Ohlo rallroad is join-
ing with the New York Central in the
possible constructlon of a fruit ter-
minal on this site to compete with
the proposed Van Sweringen frult and
freight terminal which is planned on
the site directly south of the present
Hocking Valley freight depot and east
of the Ohlo penitentlary.
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Columbus Evening Dispatch, August 8, 1930

Track Reallocation
And New Building
Are Promised City

Chief Engineer of Penusyl-
vania Describes Plans
For Union Station.

Reallocation of tracks running In
end out o¢f Union station to the
porth and the consituction of a

modern, enclosed concourse or bulld-
ing over the present tracks were in-
cluded in plans for Improvement .
noundced by I W Gear, chif engi- |
neer of the Penusylvanla ratlroad, !

western division, i Jn interview'

Friday
Geer and his asslstant, B, C. Kaul,

who {5 overseelns construction WOre |
hers, were in conference Friday with
E. C. White, local real estate agent
Just why they should confer witihv a
realtor If rajiroads alroady own sutll-
ctent land for track expansion Was
nst esplained

Denlal of any consiruction work
west of High street, or vhat any real
estate was to be purchased, wagy made
by Geer
he was “talking things over” with !
wWhite. {

However, he adinitted that ;.

»

STATION “GOOD AS NEW.
“you will have a station Jusl as
good A6 nNew when we get throush
witl. this one/ Geer told the re-
porter. i
“The old shed and concourse are |
being razed, and when this work 18!
finished we will start reallocation oOf;
tracks to the north,” Geer atated '.

Although Geer is cilef engineer ot !
the vestesn dlvision of the Pennsyl-
vanla, be explaiped that bls busincss
in Columbus was In DHehalf of the
Unlon Station Co., jointly owned by
the New York Central and Pennsyl-
vanla rallroads.

NEW CLOSLD ARCADE.

“A new pedestrians’ arcade wiil be
bullt and cnclosed ulong the norti
slde of the present remodeled struc-
ture,” he sald

The concourse, which ja to be
erocted over the tracks after the
tracks are reallocated, will pe more
on the.order of & small bullding, ac-
cording to Geer.

Regarding the remnavil of High
ptreet, viaduct, about which many
conflicting rumors of late, Geer de-
clared, “there is nothing 2s yev on
that insofar as 1 am concerned.”

et ) ——— i ———

|
!
|
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Columbus Evening Dispatch, August 17, 1930

—/—_" L]
New Station,

Three Subways
Geen for City

Cost Estimated at $15.-
000,000 for Entire Yard
And Depot Project.

VIADUCTS TO VANISH

Three Arterics to Lead

North with Third And
M I}

Fourth Streets Merging.

canstructlon of three subwaye.
eath one of which Is to cost more than
‘1.000,000. Wil be included I the pi-
gantic rallroad improvement program
pow in the process of formation for
Columbus. it was Jearned, Saturday.
plans, already reported as having
been approved by the Pennsylvania
and the New vorx Central rallroads,
all for the elimination of Fourth
strect, High street and Front street

yiagucts.
1n thelr place, with tracks running

gverhend, subways are to be construc-
ted. A combined Third and Fourth
street subway will he substituted for
the present Fourth strecet viaduct,
sccording to plans already perfected.
one of the ratlroads Interested in
the development here haes appropri-
ated approximately $15,000,000 to be
spent in and about Columbus. Fully
g0 per cent of this amount will be
epxpended in the Union Statlon dis-

trict, 1t is snid

In thelr place, with tracks running
gverhead, subways are to be construc-
ted. A combined Third and Fourth
street subway will be substituted for
the prescnt Fourth street viaduct,
gceording to plans already perfected.

One of the rallroads Interested in
the development here has appropri-
ated approxlnmtcly $16,000,000 to be
spent in and nbout Columbus. Fully
g0 per cent of this amount will be
pxpended in the Union Station dis-

grict, 1t 1s snid
SEVERAL TO ASSIST.

An appropriation of approximately
the same amount has been made by
snother railroad, information avall-
sble Saturday. (ndlcates, although no
¢efinite announcement has been is- |
sued In rallroac circles. |

Chief Engineer I. W. Geer, ot the !
western division of the Pennsylvania
jaliroad, hos been engaged by the!
New York Central and Pennsylvania
rllroads, joint owners of the Unlon
guation, to supervise the prellminary
engineering work for the vast im-|
profement projects

As work progresses and plans defi-
nitely take shape, several aldes, many
of whom, along with Geer, stand as |
the best engincering talent available
for raflroad expansion enterprises, will
pselst In the development here.
THREE SUBWAYS.

Bueprints observed last week by
persons whose word cannot be gques-
tloned, call for the following im- |
provements’

Construction of mammoth subway
wet of Fourth street, which will be
© lald out that 1t will serve both |
Thrd and Fourth streets,

Construction of another subway
under tracks in High street, thereby
eliminating High street viaduct.

Construction of a third subway In
¥orth Park street, which will do away
vith the overhead bridge there.

Tentative location of new Union

(Continued on Page Six.)
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New Station, Three
Subways for City

(Continued from Page One.)

Btatton west of High street, between
Maple aud Locust street.

Construction of umbrella type
sheds and erecilon of a concoursc

ver tracks to replace old train shed,
demolition of whichh has been com-
pletea

A small bulldlng is to be erected
over the tracks 1o serve ns a depot
when the razing of the old Unlon
Btation begins,

Engineer Geer, who was in Colum-
bus 10 danys ago admitted that a
sirycture wiil be erected on the con-
course over the rallroad tracks, hut
denjed that it was to serve 8s a teme
porary Unlon station

CROSS MAPLE STREET.

Stralghtening of all tracks to the
west, ellminating curves to the north-
west under High street viaduct, Ex-!
tension of trucks will carry them in
8 southwest dlrection across Maple
street, from where they will gradu-
slly swing back to the north o as to
avold the Ohjo penitentiary.

The Little aiami division (Cincin-
natl) of the Pennsylvanla raflroad, |-
whien swings to the southwest start-
ing at Hligh street viaduct, will hc;
changed and necessary tracks are to|,
be lald west of here so that south-
s'estern rtalns can come Into Colums-
bus over the Indianapolls divislon |

Erection of a modern f{rult ter-
minal in East Naghten street by the
Pennsylvanla also was Included In
plans which were observed last week,

This is in addition to the new ter-/ -~
minal which the Chesapeake & Ohlo
expecls to erect on land it has pur-
chased west of Front street,

However, since present develop-
ments indicate that tracks will cover
thls aren, It 13 probable that the C.
& O will construct its new terminal
farther south of the present location
of rallrond tracks.

Last, but of vas* importance to the
situation here, will be the elevation
of tracks, starting at o point several
hundred yards west of Dennison ave-
nue subwey and extending to the
enst several hundred yards beyond
Fourth street.

CITY NOT CONS1LTLD.

L. 8. Emrey, dlvislon, engincer ot
the Ohlo Central rallroad, » sub-
sldiary of the New York Central, In
an interview recently, admitted that)
vast improvements were contemplated
in Central Ohlo. However, he refused |
to make any definite announcement
regarg:ng  thelr extent or say how
much money would bhe appropriated
for them.

The City Planning commission sald,
Baturday, that it had not been ap-
proached by rallroads with plans for
any new subways. "However, rall-
roads never come to us until they
have all plans completed and are
ready to start work,” one attache de-
clared,

*The fact that they haven't tonken
this up with the city doesn't mean o
thing. We probably won't get word
of it untl]! everything s completely
settled and work scheduled to com-
mence,” he explalned.

- —— ————
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Columbus Evening Dispatch, August 27, 1930

Ninth Track Into
Station Completed

Rails Laid to Care For!
Trains During Erection

Of New Sheds.

Construction of a ninth track into
Unlon station, which 18 one of the
first steps In the major iimprovement
program there, wns finished, Wednes-
doy,

The Big Four rallrond will have
additional trackoge into the depot as
a result of the improvement, which
was made possible with the demoli-
tion of the old traln shed wall,

Re-arrangement of one of the
buttresses supporting High street via-
duct was necessary, In order that the
extrn track could he laid.

VIADUCT ELIMINATION

Passenger and freight trains will
use this track while reallocation of
| tracks and the erection of umbrella
type trainsheds is being carried on by
the Fritz-Rumer-Cooke Co. raflway
contractors. ,

The sventual elevation of all tracks
and the elimination of High street,
Fourth street and Front street via-
ducts and the construction of a new
Unlon statlon, are to be included in
the vast improvement program, The
laying of the ninth track into Union
station by the Big Four and the re-
allocation of tracks to the north are
but preliminary steps in the gigantic
Improvement projects.
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Columbus Evening Dispatch, September 12, 1930

Union Station
[Remodeling
Plan Submitted

First Steps in Extensive
Improvement Program At
Depot Taken.

MORE ROOM NEEDED

No Move Yet Made Toward
Relieving Freight Conges-
tion on Penna, Tracks.

Plans and specifications for the re-
modeling of the present unlon sta-
tlon have been recelved by John A.
Kight, jr., secretary 9f the Columbus
Bullders’' exchange, marking the first
definite step in the general Improve-
ment program being planned by the
Union Depot Co., in conjunction with
varlous rell officlals.

The plans, drawn by Graham, An-
derson,. Probst & White, Chicago
architects, provide generally for the
addition of a new arcade and a new
concourse to sthe present building,
with extensions to the holler house

angd express {acilitles,

NEW CANOI'IES,
They also provide for new canopies

| in connection with the track plat-

forms, the remodellng and recon-
struction of ecxisting sidewalk cano-
pies along the side drives between
the station and High stract.

A new concourse will be erected on
the site of the old one, with steps
leading down 10 each of eight tracks.
The eastern end of the arcade will be
blocked off, and the space converted
into offices for telegraph and bulletin
board offices, The walting room jvill
be slightly enlarged through the re-
moval of the mnews-stand (n the
norttvvest corner to o large hooth im-.
mediately to the west.

The single step leading from the
waiting room to the concourse wlll
be eliminated.

OTHER IMPROVEMENTS.

Many other improvements will be
made in the structural units of the
station property. The present bulid-
ing was erected in 1887 and s of wall
bearing construction, with heavy ma~-
sonry wells on foundations of the
spread-footing type. Bids on thls
work will be closed Bept. 24.

No proviston is made for additional
trackage facilltles, nor for the elimi-
nation of the comparatively sharp
curve at the western end of the sta-
tfon., There Is no attempt, as yet, to
solve the problemy of Ireight conges-
tion on the Pennsylvania maln line
immediately south of the statlon.
This would Indicate that the im-
provements are of a temporary- na-
ture and are bcing -made pending
plans for a possible new depot within
the next few years. '
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Columbus Evening Dispatch, October 3, 1930

Contract Let
' For Station -
Concourse

Construction, Remodeling
Project Is Given Boyu- |
john & Barr Co. - |

WORK TO START SOON

\

Brick Wall; Enclosed Ar-
cade, New Sheds Included
In Renovation Plans.

'

Haig M. Boynjohn, president and
treasurer of the Boyajohn & Barr Co.
returned to Columbus from Chlcago,
Friday morning, with the contract for

(ke construction of the new con-
course wt the Union station, and re-
modeling of ‘the old structure, |

Enormity of the project is Indi-
cated in the announcement that

ore than 1000 tons of structural
steel will be used In erecting the new
structure.

The entire cost is difficult to esu-
mate as the Pennsylvania rallroad it-
self will spend vast amounts, which
xill never be announced but it is es-
timated conservatively that more
than £500.000 will be spent within the
rext six months.

ENTIRE NEW CONCOURSE.

Plans for the work indicate the per-
manence of the present’site and will
s”ord the city better terminal facili-
ties than ever before.

An entire new comcourseé extending
over the tracks, enclosure of the
shole station area used by travelers
and architectural completion of the
peesent structure Are included In the
plans

sws_ L de s atart within tha nawe

RS

Work {5 to start within the next
week, accerding to Mr. Boyajohn, and
will be rushed to completion within
the next four or five months in com=-
plisnce with the wishes of the Penn-
sylvanta system, under whose chief
engineer, I. W. Gear, the contract
was Jel.

Starting at the High street en-|
trunce for pedestrians a 13-foot brick
wall will be erected along the present
walk on the north side to Ehield
travelers from smoke, steam and soot
from the tracks. Extending 41 fecet
over the auto parking space will be a
canopy to protect those entering or
alizhting from cars.

ENCLOSED ARCADE

Beginning at the northwest corper
{ the s1ation bullding as It now
stands there will be an enclosed
sruvatde running east over the aren
formerly occupled by the covered ap-
proath to the old maln gntes.

At about the point where the old
‘mnln gates were, will he & ramp less
".h:m one foot in clevation leading to
the new concourse over the tracks,

This concourse will have a terrazzo
ficor. lower walls of Travanelle mar-
ble to correspond with that in the
present bullding, & plastered, ornate
celling with four entrances on either
slde leading 10 stairways to tralns.

The space just west of the restaur-
ant will be occupied by the ratlroad
teiegraph room and tre statlon mas-
ter's office, so that the only means of
entrance to the restaurant will be
through the moln waltinz room as
now constituted.

SPACE FOR PMONE BOOTHS.

The present office of the statlon
master will be converted into a space
for phone booths. The news stand

- concession now located in the corner

of the main waltlng room will be
moved to the space just east of the
present check room and stalrs,

The doors directly across the walt-
ing room from the ticket office which
formerly led to the main entrance
gates are all to be removed as will &
part of the wall there and this will
connect the walting room with the
new arcade and concourse.

Throughout the arcade and con-
course the finishing will be in keep-
Ing with the present structure,

Each sta‘rway leading to the tracks
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" Sketch of Union Station Improvements ‘

In'a few months Union station will little KITCHEN .
resemble itself as it now stands. Extensive ROOM
improvements, entailing chiefly the ereotion "tanei,
of @ new eoncourse, are to be started soon. _— MEN'S
New train sheds will also be erected and the WAITING
interior of the depot renovated. » |nse o
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Depot Reinodeh'ng |
Contract Is Let

{Contlnued from Page One.)

will be entirely enclosed with windows
arlong the sides snd ornamental fron
work on the outside at the entrances,

With this plap carrled out it will
be posstble for travelers to enter the
station at the present west deor, se-
cure tickets, walk through the con-
course and down the steps to the
track without being exposed to the
elements. :

UMBRELLA TYPE SHEDS

Over the waiting space at the foot
of the stalrs will be erected umbrella
type sheds to afford additional pro-
tection to those-getting on or of
trains. These sheds will slso be fin-
ished with decorative tronwork,

Several features, unusurl in such
& structure, will be tncluded in the
new buliding, Under the concours?
a cork composition will be used to
insulate the concrete as s protection
against the fumes from the éngines.

A povel train indicator plan has
been evolved by Pennsylvanla engi-
neers for use in the new concourse.
Clocks of speclal design will also be
mede a part of the bullding.

All of the old brick walls under the
present struciure will be plostered,
presentins & uniform appearance
frem the north side, as the concourse
will be finished on the outside with
concrete.

Red tlle roofilng on the concourse
will conform to that on the present
structure.

26
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- %

tHolding Company Is Or-
ganized to Promote Gi-
gantic Project.

[SITE UNDETERMINED

Town St. Conditions Made
Unsatisfactory by Traffic:
Congestion.

i .
{ Plans for the construction of & $3,-
: 000.000 fruft terminal were announced
:Priday by Charles J. Flesch,” presldent
iof the Columbus Fruit Dea.lers as-
sociation.

Work on the termiml which 1s lo
be a gigantic structure of modern de-
tign, will get under way within the
next 30 or 60 days.

Organization of a holding company

310,000,000 has been effected. Flesch
sald, for the purpose of erecun: [
terminal which wil} mnk with the
best in the country, ’

SIMILAR TO ONE IN BUFFALO.

In all probabllity the terminal will
be similar to the one recently com-
pieted in Buffslo at a cost of ap-
proximately $3.500,000, although no
definite announcement was made,
Friday, regarding the type of struece
ture unde:‘ consideration. .

The holding company which is to
erect the terminal consists of many
of the leading frult and® vegetable

wholesale houses in  Columbus and
‘central Ohlo,

TNirartnre =f e o cen. el =

with combined assets of more than.

{from produce

- amawry

Directors of the newly organized

‘{holding company’ are Plesch, Willlam

Fean, Clifford Fisher, John ‘Thall and
Robert Suld. Piesch is chairman of
the commitiee which s drawing
plans for the terminal, which will
be known as the Columbus Food
l‘l‘ermlml, Ine. -

TO SELECT SITE o ®
Flesch indicated that selection of a

site Drobably would be made within
& week or 10 days.

In explaining the organization of

| the company, Flesch issued tne fol-

lowing atatement: ~
“Traffic in Town street has become
#0 congested that it is *Impoesible

f{for us to do hmtnees in thls street

any more.

“Sidewsalks hlre been cut down slx
feet on each side In an effort to solve
traflic problems, but still a most un-
satisfactory conditlon exists.*

Merchandise, which Includes all
varietles of frults and vegetables,
can mno longer be displayed in a
satisfactory manner, Flesch Indicated.

PFRODUCTION COST HIGIHL.

“People golng back and forth on
the sidewalk cause much lncom'tm-
ence,

“Furthermore, wlth the high cost
of transportation of our merchandise
sards in the vicinfty
lof Union station to our respective
~places of business, considerable
money is added to our overhead ex-
penses each week.

“By having a terminal we could
eliminate this expense and sell our
produce much cheaper, thereby di-

] rectly benefiting the people of Co-
‘! lumbus,” he concluded. -

Substantial increases in the vo!ume
of business of leading fruit and vege-
table wholesale distributors warrants
the elsction of a frult terminal In
Columbus to serve both this city and,
this section of the state, members
of the holding company belleve\.

—
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HUGE ‘COMMUNISTIC?
RAILW AY TERMINAL
TO BE BUILT HERE|

Construction of a gigantic “communistic” terminal, the |-
first of its kind ever to be erected in the country, will get un- |
der way here within the next t“o years, it was learned Wed-
nesday.

Plans for the terminal, cost of which has not been de
termined, have already been completed. -They are in the
office of Chief Engineer 1. W. Geer of the western division
of the Pennsylvania railroad at Chicago.

The terminal i£ to be an expert-a.
mental step undertaken by the Penn-
tylvania and New York Central rail-
ronds jointly to determine whether
unification of all facilities is possible
and practicable.

FOOD TERMINAL.

Plans call for the erection of a
building which will {nclude a station,
cflices, food terminal, mall and ex-

press {facilittes anq, later, possibly
freight.

The idea is a direct development
of recommendations for unification of
terminal development handed dowm
by the.-interstate commerce commis-
sion in its recent report on nl!rocd‘

consolidations, i1
The npew *“communistic terminal
develop t will be w d by every|"

rallroad in the country to determine
1t It can be applled to other trans-
portation centers.

Under the plan, buses will also
come into the terminal and all activ-
ity of rallroads will center in the
development,

CONCOURSE FIRST STYEP.
Construction of the concourse over ]
the tracks at Unlon station is the :
first step in this direction. The con-
course, which will have 25 per cent |
more floor space than Unlon station
at the present time contains, will be
Jarge enough to make it possible to
taze at least part, if not sll, of the
present structure, it was learned.

Boyajohn & Barr, who have the
contract for the concourse, have al-
ready started work on the project.
Contract, It was learned, was awarded
them on & cost plus basis because it
ts not known just what the fullfs
extent and nature of the work will be.
| The expe tal de t of

the terminal idea is a d!tecc result
of the Interstate commerce commis-
slon's dation that rallroad:
“get together” at thelir various inter-
secting polnts and eliminate over-
|bead costs.

“The unification of terminal prop-
ertles snd termiral developments
everywhers should put an end to
disputes everywhere and work to the
advantage alike of sll rallroeds and

(Contlnued on Page Six)
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‘Communistic’ R.R.
Terminal‘ Planned

(Continued from Page One.)

all users of rallroads,” the commis-
slon advised.
ECONOMICAL OPERATION,

“In the interest of efficlent and
economical operation and the free
movement of trafflc, restrictlons in
service and discrimination in charges
which have arlsen from differences In

locnl lerminal  situntlons, should
cease to he' n feature of railropd op-
eration,” the report states.

That rallroads are in accord with
the recommendation of the commis-
sion is shown by the fact that the
New York Centrnl has appropriated
815,000,000 for expansion and devel-
opment of facllities in the central
Ohlo district. The major portion of
this sum will be spent here, but rail-
road officials bave not yet revealed
what the money {s “to be used for.”

MILLIONS APPROPRIATED,

The Pennsylvania system has ap-
propriated millions for “a develop-
ment in central Ohle,” but no official
annocuncement has been made regard-
ing the nature of the expansion. How-
ever, the Unlon station concourse
work continues on an even larger
scale than at first antliclpated, which
means that enough floor space will be
avallable to_house practically every-
thing at the present time in the old
station building.

Sufficlent space will be left under
the concourse to allow for the raising
of tracks if rallroads should decide
to eliminate the grade to the east
which hampers both freigcht and pas-
senger traflic,

The new terminal project is to be
operated jointly by the Pennsylvania
and New York Central systems, with
other railroads leasing the right to
use all factlitles on a fixed rate scale.

The Pennsylvania at thé present
time 1s engaged in the el=ctrification
of its Washington-Philadeiphla divi-
slon. After this is completed, 1t plans
to go ahead with this work on the
Philadelphla-New York division.

TO REQUIRE 10 YEARS.

With the completion of electrifica-
tion on that division, it plans to start
westward to Pittsburgh and then on
to Columbus. It is estimated by rail-
road officals that 10 years will be re-
quired to bring about complete elec-
trification of the Pennsylvanias rail-
road as farrwest as Columbus,

Already the New York Central has
completed electrification of certain
divisions of its system. It plans fur.
ther development along this line in
the hope that perhaps the entlire sys-
tem will be In a position to operate
electric tralns within the next eight|
or 10 yearss. !
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Laying of Tracks |
Into New Station
Nears Completion

Workmen Putting Finish-
ing Touches on Plecing
Ninth Strip of Rails.

Work on laying of the ninth new
‘|track into Unlon station was nearing
|the final stages Thursday as a crew
of nearly 100 men of the Pennsyl-
vania railroad and Fritz.Rumer-Cook
Co., rallroad contractors, carried on
improvements,

Seven new tracks already have been
‘{constructed Into the station, and are
being used. The rails are of a heavier
"|type than the old ones, while new
ties and ballast have been used to
‘|meke the tracks more secure for
*|heavier traln traffic,

The elghth track {s belng used by
the work train crews and cranes in
laying the ninth track, which is to
the extreme south, next to the old
- | station bullding.

el

—

CONCRETE POURED FOR SHEDS.

Already concrete has been poured
for four umbrella type sheds which
are to be erected after the temporary
concourse has been removed and the
permanent structure built, Boynjohn
& Barr, contractors for the new con-
course to be constructed over the
tracks, have more than 50 men on
the job as preparatory stages of this
work are nearing completion. All en-
trances and windows on the north
side of Union statlon have been
boarded up In order that nolse and
smoke may be kept out of the walt-
ing room.

The new concourse, which is the
first step In the development of huge
terminal facilities here, will have
more floor space than the old wailting
rocom.

It will be of steel construction and
will be s0 constructed that It can be
ralsed if it Is found dcsirable to elg-
vate the tracks, This has been con-
sidered as one of the major projects
under consideration by railroads in
the hope that the step grade to the
east, which serfously retards the
movement of frelght and passenger
trains, may be eliminated.

SURVEY BEING MADL,

Four engineers were at work Thurs-
day making a survey under High
street viaduct and immediately to the
west,

Although they would not divulge
the purpose¢ of thelr work, It was

‘}learned that this 15 preliminary to an

extensive program looking toward the
stralghtening of tracks under the via-
duct.
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OAFING PROHIBITED,” says the
L sign alongside the walk that
runs from High street out 10
the Unlon statlon. But it's just an-
other sizn, for, ranged along the iron
nlling that overlooks the railroad
yards and the loading platforms, a
dozen Mmen can usually be seen
gudlously surveylng the scene of
sction below.

Old and young, but for the most
pmct 8 nondescript lot, they watch
the loading of the baggage trucks,
1te piling up of the mail bags, the
dodging red caps, the hurrying pos-
geogers and the pufling trains.

There's even more activity than
psusl around the battered and be-
grimed old depot these days, for con-
tractors and workmen a.re‘husy tear-
tag down and building up. It's & real
show now with smoke and steam for
s curtaln and the trains and pecople
for actors.

+ < +
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TISITING celebrities who haven't

heard of Columbus' new Union

station project are frankly curlous
about *he appearance of the depot,

“Has your depot just burned?"
Frances Parkinson Keyes, author and
wo:ld traveler, asked shortly after
ste had arrived {n the clty to lecture
befote the American Assoclation of
Calversity Women. .

"What's happening to your sta-
lon?* " questloned John Charles
Thomas, the Welsh baritone, who re-
cently sang at Memorial hall. “T did
rot recognize the place when I got oft
the traln,” he added. And other visl-
tors ask slmilar questlons.

Frankly, even permanent residents
¢! the city who haven't visited the
¢ear old depot for a long time would
kardly know it now. It has become
& panadise for sign palnters. Every-
shere, inside and out, there are
placards' “Watch Your Step,” "Ticket
OZice,” “Bapgace and Parcel Room,”
“Barber Shop,” “Walting Room.”™ “To
All Tralns,” “Taxicabs,” “To Restau-
nant,” “Blank & Blank, General Con-
tractors,' 'So & So, Rallroad Contrac-
torst ete,

-

In the walting rToom, the train
schedule blackboard is propped up on
wooden stilits, the side of the wall
text to the tracks is now mostly a
wooden partition, and one wall of the
restaurant, that late ot night gather-
lag place for townspeople as well as
tnnstents, Is a study in heavy brown
paper held fast with round, bright
tin studs,

+ o+ !

TH.: train sheds are wooden tunnels,

fust at present. The black smoke
Las already made an impression on
the clean wood that the raln does not
erate, But withal, the station is
just the same. Inside alt the same
t¥pes, walting to go or walting for
iomeone to return. ' When we dropped
Ia the other afternoon there were the
‘tsual family groups; two smartly
dreseed young women with college
labels on their bags; an elderly cou-
Ple anxiously watching the clock; a
brisk looking man in a gray sult,
brief case by his side, reading
“Heart Hungry” in his ncwspaper.
A red cap was paging “Mrs. Enos.”
There's something appealing and fas-
cinating to us about a unlon statlon,
be it & dingy shack, one In the pro-
€ess or re-bullding or a great hulld-
ing dazzling with marble and bright
lights, )
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All Steel for New Concourse-at Union Station Erected

NOTHER step Iin the recon-
structon of the Union sta-
tion district was compleled

Saturday when the last of the [
structural steel for the new en-
closed concourse over the tracks
was erected,

Part of the steel for the new
umbrellze-type train shed also has *
been put in place, while work of
razing the old concourse from the
station to High streel was almost
finlshed. The old roof end steel
supports have been removed.

Work Is now going forward on
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the consiruction of huge wooden
iramework to support platforms
in order that masons may begin
the Iaying of brick in the new
concourse, within the next few
days. -

More than 500 tons of struc-
tural steel have been put into the
new concourse, Aany more
tons wlill be used in bullding a
new enclosed concourse from the
depot to High street. However,
before this work can get under
way shifting of rallroad tracks to
the south, as well as the pour-
ing of concrete for express and
mail platforms underneath, must
be completed

All tracks have been re-al-
located temporarily to meet ex-
isting conditions for the new
concourse and the remodeling
process.

Extension of the tracks in a
straight line to the west is »
part of the gigantic construction
program which has been drawn
up in the office of Chief Engincer
I. W, Geer at Chicago, This work
cannot begin until later.

Boyajohn & Barr, who have the
coniract for the conocourse, Are
pushing work rapldly on a cost
plus basls. How extensive the
present work will be has not been
definitely determined, *

In vlew of the fact that = gi-
gantic rallway communistic
terminal Is to be ecrected here
within the next few years, the ex-
act status of the present remod-
eling activitles 1s difficult to an-
alyze,

Plans for a frult terminal are
practically completed, It was
learned Saturday. Although the
holding company which was Or-
ganized here, recently, Tor pur-
poses of constructing such a pro-
duce terminal in conjunction
with rallroads, has not officially
announced details of the project,
representatives in touch with the
work are known to have Just
about froned out every rinor
difficully.

This terminal will be part of

the communistic rallroad de-
velopment.in which all compan-
fes will thare with the New York
Central and Pennsylvania own-
ing the extensive project and
leasing the right of use to other
roads.

Representatives of the local

34

o Chamber of Commerce will go

on an Inspection tour to Cleve-
land u:id Detrolt, next week, to
get ideas regarding the fruilt
terminals in these citas. In all
probability, simtlar plans will be
injected Into the construction
scheme of the development here.
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Union Stdation as It Will Appea; When
Improvement Project Has Been Completed
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AN idea of the extent of the improvements now in prog-y.
ress at Union Station can be had by viewing the above

| sketches, an artist’s conception of how the remodeled station )

cill look when it is finished., |

One is a view of the station as scen from High strect,
while another shows what the umbrella type train sheds will
be like when compleled. The concourse which will serve as|.
part of the waiting room, cxtending over the tracks, also 1s
shown. ’

Cost of the prescnt improvements, whick are being done
by Boyajohn and Barr, contractors, is approximately
$850,000.

However, at least $1,000,000 will be spent by railroads
as they carry on extensive improvements to nearby facilities.
This is but the first step of an enormous improvement pro- |
gram which is being planned by railroads.
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